
 

 

Live from The XXV World’s Poultry Congress, Beijing 

 

We were delighted to have two of our Editors, Professor Julie Roberts, and Professor Todd 

Applegate, attend The XXV World’s Poultry Congress (WPC2016) this week. Here is an overview of 

the key talks that took place on day 1 and 2. 

Opening 
 
The WPC2016 opened last evening (5th) with a lovely ceremony that included performances of the 
Chinese Agricultural University Chorus. 

 
Day 1 

The plenary sessions this morning consisted of the following speakers and presentations: 
 

 Anne Mottet from FAO who gave an excellent presentation on the current and future 

balance between the needs of the environment, human populations and livestock 

systems.  For example poultry feed currently utilises 14% of global cereal production. 

 Tom Porter from University of Maryland summarised the poultry industry advances arising 

from research and made the case for continuing research funding. 

 Xiufan Liu from China gave an excellent summary of the incidence, threat and treatment of 

three major poultry diseases in China - avian influenza, Newcastle disease and infectious 

bronchitis 

 The fourth Plenary Speaker was Joaquín Brufau from Spain who provided an update of 

poultry meat production in Europe since the ban on in-feed antibiotics. 

Day 2 

 First plenary lecture Wed Sept 7 was by Prof Changxin Wu from China Agricultural University 

on conservation of poultry genetic resources in China. Poultry were first domesticated in 

China - chickens 7000 years ago, ducks 3000 years ago and geese 3500 years ago.  China has 

laws governing conservation and maintains conservation farms.  Prof Wu explained how the 

numbers of animals and the sex ratio that need to be maintained are calculated 

 Prof Leo den Hartog from Wageningen University addressed the topic of sustainable feed 

supply for poultry. Feed conversion efficiency has continued to increase.  The banning of 

antibiotic growth promotants in the EU means that other strategies (prevent bacterial 

uptake, microbiota management, improve intestinal barrier, immunomodulation) need to be 

implemented. 



 

 

 More efficient use of feed can result from choice feeding or split feeding in laying hens and 

by selection of larger particle size. 

 New technologies improve feed ingredient analysis and testing for things like mycotoxins 

 Prof Hafez Hafez from Germany discussed food safety of poultry products and diseases in 

poultry. Issues addressed were antimicrobial growth promotants, vaccination and the 

immunological pressure of vaccines on the virus itself.  Globalisation has and will continue to 

increase the movement of poultry and poultry products.  Development of vaccines against 

bacteria will reduce the need for use of antimicrobial so. 

 The 4th plenary talk was given by Prof Werner Bessai of Germany about the impact of animal 

welfare concerns on poultry production. Implementation of animal welfare measures 

increases the costs of production. Consumes express concern about animal welfare but this 

does not necessarily change their buying practices. Major issues are banning of furnished 

cages, beak trimming, killing of day-old make layer chicks, forced moulting and feed 

restriction.  There are also pressures to reduce stocking density. Animal welfare concerns are 

not currently a barrier to trade among countries. 


